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ISLAM 

Accept death 
as a test 

By Maufeana Waftrduddm Khan 

“Every human being is hound: to taste death", the 
Quran (3:185) reminds us, Our deaths have been de¬ 
cided by God. Wean? brought 10 liie by God's decision. 
Likewise, death, too, happensbecauseGod wills it so. 

Unlike what many people believe, death is not an 
accident. Rather, it is a test. If you think of death as 
an accident, it leads you to be miserable. On l lie other 
hand, if you accept dent h as a test, you can he fired wit h 
a new determination. You unit think to yourself, "Tilt 
now, I was being tested through life, Now my exami¬ 
nation will happen through death. My success in t his 
lies in my seeing it as an examination, and I should do 
my best to do well in this examination!” 

None of us die at the wrong time, at the time we were 
not meant to. Everyone who is bom into this world has 
been bom in order togo through an examination. For 
each of us, a certain period of time has been decreed 
tor this examination. 

Once this period of time is over, the angel of death 
appears to lake our souls and convey us to the world 
of the Hereafter. 

We need to be realistic—to face the reality as it is—on 
the question of death. We need to accept death as an 
undeniable fact. 

We need to take death as a means to learn appropriate 
lessons, not as something to regret or mourn about. 
The Prophet said that death demolishes all desires. 
(Musnad Ahmad) This means that if someone has 
understood the reality of death, he will become ex¬ 
ceedingly serious. 

He makes the world to come after death, inst ead of 
t his world, his goal. His life becomes entirely centred 
on the Hereafter. 
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